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The 38th meeting of the 42nd week of 
the 39th year was opened by President 
Mary in the Oak Room of the Red 
Lion. Nancy Kay’s friendly, smiling 
face greeted all who attended. Mary 
Kay Hartman led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Bob Burchit gave the 
invocation. Our visiting Rotarians 
Nancy Fernandez of the San Miguel de 
Allende club, and Linda Bullock from 
Red Bluff, were introduced by greeter 
Nancy, as were guests Shelley Mendes 
(more on Shelley later!!), Jane Burchit, 
Tom Crumley and regular Dawnelle . 

 Our Sunshine report was clouded over 
with the news of the deaths of Tim 
Cochrane’ s brother and Lew Quinby’s 
mother-in-law. Our thoughts are with 

these 
families. 

 

 

 

In celebration of National Barbershop 
Quartet Day, we were serenaded by 
”The Banana Bunch – A Quartet with 
Appeal”, who are members of the 
Humboldt Harmonaires.  Nostalgic 
renderings of several old-time 
melodies were enjoyed by all! Was 
there a blush on the cheeks of 
President Mary, as ‘Let Me Call You 

Sweetheart’ was dedicated and sung to 
her majesty alone! 

 Regaining her composure, Pres Mary 
announced that next week’s meeting will 
be run by Scott Pesch. Hmmm – wonder 
why our royal couple dashed off 
immediately after the meeting?? 

 Guess who will be welcoming you in 
the door of the upscale home accessory 
store with the HUGE discounts on 
TUESDAY MORNING , May 1, at the 
Eureka Mall?? Who could possibly 
extend a more warm and friendly 
welcome than new manager, Pat 
Dillman, of Sun, Rain, Time fame! We 
are delighted for her. I know what I’ll be 
doing on Tuesday Mornings!!!  

 Jeff Smoller would love to have lots of 
folks join him at the next Making 
Headway fundraiser, Blue Light in Blue 
Lake, on May 17 and 18 at 1PM at the 
Blue Lake Casino’s Sapphire Palace. A 
musical 1940’s style night club 
experience is yours for only $20 a ticket. 
Jeff added his appreciation to John 
Moore and Greg Stevens for their 
sponsorship. 

 Deborah Giraud is looking for 
transportation for our exchange students 
to the District Conference in San 
Francisco May 16 – 18. Please help if 
you can. 

 A $50 contribution 
to his Paul Harris was 
won by Dr. Sam and 
Don Hartmann split 
his $20 with Bill 
Morrill who just 

happened to know that “Happiness is a 
Warm Gun”!  

 It was noted that a $2000 scholarship 
was recently won by the granddaughter of 
longtime member and past president of 
our club, Bill McFarland. 

 Final tallies from our very fine Casino 
Royale 2008 are not in yet but it was 
reported that a good time was had by all. 
President Mary extended her appreciation 
and winners cups to committee members 
and others: Liz and John Ennis, Mary 
Lou Riley, Bill Morrill, Les Merrill, 
Linda Jo Alexander, Mary Crumley, 
Gwynna Morris, Pat Dillman, Don 
Hartmann, Greg Stevens, Mike 
Dominick, Beth Giraud. A grand thank 
you was presented to our very dedicated 
and hardworking committee head, Mary 
Kay Hartman. 

 Bob Burchit 
announced he 
is walking 
laps at 
Eureka High 
School on 
behalf of the 
Easter Seals 
Telethon, Saturday, April 12. He asked 
for member pledges for this important 
fundraiser. 

 John Gullam introduced our program 
speaker, Shelley Mendes, who in addition 
to being a mom and  a very involved 
community worker, is a paramedic with 
City Ambulance Company. Shelley’s 
dedication to this most difficult career 
was acknowledged recently when she 
was presented with the Star of Life 

(Continued on page 2) 
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International Night 
will take the place of 
the noon meeting on 
Friday, May 2nd. 
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out there…it’s called ‘DARK HUMOR’  in the 
medical world! Early leavers, had you known, 
there is no way you would have skipped out 
on Shelley’s tales of some of her more bizarre 
experiences It must be said that Shelley gave 
us a very well-presented look at the life of a 
paramedic. Her professional demeanor, 
however, is enhanced by an incredible ability 
as a stand-up comedienne! Suffice it to say, 
Shelley kept us in stitches!!!!!!!!  
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Thanks to Beth Giraud who 
wrote this week’s bulletin 

and John Gullam who pro-
vided the meeting photos.  

 

Award for 2008. Shelley’s involvement goes 
far beyond that of paramedic, as she has 
become certified as a disaster strike team 
member and Cal Ore Life Flight medical 
attendant, among many other qualifications. 
She noted that  we are extremely fortunate to 
have a Cal Ore plane in place in our area for 
emergency flights to other medical facilities 
out of the area. And, do we realize there are 7 
City ambulances available to cover 5000 
square miles 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days of the year? Paramedics work 24 
hour shifts for 3 days, waiting (not always 
patiently!) to serve our medical needs. 
Paramedics are truly an extension of an 
emergency room – they can do anything in 
the first 10 minutes of a medical emergency 
that an E.R. can do.  

 They must assess the medical situation and 
translate an accurate picture of the injury or 
illness to the E.R. Their rescue scenes may 
be 500 feet down a steep cliff, in the middle 
of busy freeway, or somewhere hovering 
overhead in a helicopter. Paramedics truly 
put their own lives at risk each time they are 
called – there are no seatbelts in the back of  
an ambulance. 

 Paramedics love their jobs. But, how do they 
do it, dealing with the most horrific of human 
conditions? We’ve all heard it…we know it’s 


