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We entered the 
meeting room 
last Friday to 
note that the 
Rowdy Table 
in the 
Southwest 
(hmmm…) 
corner of the 

room had been reduced to a mini-table with 4 
chairs.  Nobody would sit there, which pitched 
garrulous Lou the Q and wacky cohorts off to 
adjacent tables.  Assimilation at its best.  Cap’n 
Chuck Smith was our Greeter du jour. 

Prez Mary honked the meeting to order (as the 
bell is still missing – perhaps having eloped with 
the MSG wheel?), welcoming us to the 31st 
meeting of the 33rd week -- but who’s counting? 
-- of the 34th year of the Rotary Club of 
Southwest Eureka.  Equipped with a wireless 
mike, the Prez called for the Pledge from John 
Gullam and Jay Sooter offered a “galactic 
(secular) invocation” proclaiming – as Mr. 
Spock said so many years ago:   “The Needs of 
the Many outweigh the Needs of the Few.”  
Which, after all, is why we’re Rotarians.  Live 
long and perspire! 

Bonnie Neely, who was the victim for 
the“Murder in Tinseltown” fundraiser, was our 
visiting Rotarian – and guests included former 
Old Town Rotarian Pam Long, Development 
Director for radio station KHSU.  There were 
others too, and I apologize for the fact that those 
notes are only scribbles now … 

We were missing Troy so there was no official 
Sunshine Report … but it was noted that Steve 
Hagenbaugh’s mother recently passed away.  All 
extended sympathies to Steve and his family.  
Marty Lay was reported to be recovering fine 
from foot surgery. 

Prez Mary noted that 
Lou Quimby was not 
only pinless but 
badgeless, as well.  
Some give and take 
with Lorna Petersen 
involving allegations 
of badge pilfering 
resulted in a $10 fine 

for Lou, which (being tapped out as he is) he 

deftly lateraled to Lorna.  I was next of the fine list, 
myself – having spent 10 days in Bucerias, Mexico 
over my 63rd B-Day on 2/10, missing 2 meetings, 
and failing to deliver a club banner to the Rotary 
Club of Puerto Vallarta, some 20 miles from where 
I was staying.  It added up to $100, which tapped 
me out (I learned what being “tapped out” means, 
in the process).  But the upside was that I got a 
marvy bag of cosmetics to take home to the 
Missus, and a kiss from Prez Mary!  John Ennis 
was pinged for a family-reunion ski trip to 
Mammoth over his Valentine’s Day birthday.  As 
John is tapped out too, 
he offered $50 
towards his Paul 
Harris.  Jay Sooter 
was targeted for a fine 
for his 2/7 birthday … 
I’ve gotta take better 
notes at our fast-
moving meetings, as 
all I have down is 
something about a second cowbell, which ended up 
on Mary’s podium.  Steve Brodhag was fined for a 
1/31 birthday and a recent trip to Hawaii.  His big 
lesson from the trip:  “Don’t take electronic car 
keys in the water.”  Words to live by.   Bzzzzzt. 

Prez Mary announced that a Group Study 
Exchange (GSE) team from Nigeria is coming to 
our region April 4-14, and the several visitors need 
Rotary hosts for some overnights.  Speaking of 
Nigeria, Mary announced that District Governor 
Ken Moulton is on a fundraising project supporting 
an Adopt-a-Village project between District 5130 
and District 9110 – Nigeria.  The Ijado Community 
outside Lagos will be hands-on benefited by 
Nigerian Rotarians with water management, health 
care, hunger, literacy and education projects.  DG 
Ken’s goal is $5 from every Rotarian in 5130 in 
February.  The District will match all collections 
received from clubs.  Dick Giraud passed the hat  – 
if you were missed, bring a 5-spot to the next 
meeting.     

Cindy Denbo, Chair of our “Murder in 
Tinseltown” fundraiser on 2/9, held an Academy 
Awards (the Dalbys) presentation, awarding gold 
Rotar-Oscars and all, and made the following 
presentations: 

· Best achievement in interior set design—the 
talented Liz Ennis who created the wonderland that 

was the Elks Pavilion for the Performing Arts. 

 

 

 

 

· Best achievement in exterior set design—the 
gifted Roger Smith who created and installed the 
HOLLYWOOD sign on the hill as well as two 
perfectly realized event signs…Roger—as generous 
as he is talented. 

· The Donald Duct Tape Award—the Mummy, 
as personified by the optimistic Stu Russell who 
taped himself up, top to bottom, with a jaunty 
disregard for an effective exit strategy 

· The Happy Elk Award…shared by Nyle 
Henderson, Mary Lou Riley and Les Merrill for 
their extraordinary efforts in making the Elks Lodge 
the perfect stage for our dramatic efforts. 

· The Happy Haberdasher Award—Haider 
Ajina’s red fez which combined elegance with a 
peppy joie de vivre. 

· The Desilu Special Achievement in 
Costuming Award to the Lucy-Desi combo of our 
own Mary Crumley and Tom Crumley.  Fabulous, 
fantastic, and more than a little frisky. 

· And to Marie Liscom…the Pop-Secret Salt 
and Crunch Award for her stunning portrayal of half 
of a pair of ambulatory popcorn boxes…a sensitive 
performance that combined pathos with butter-
flavored topping.  It was popperiffic! 

(Cindy did not list – but mentioned – a rollicking 
“choke a donkey” performance of “Fat Bastard” by 
Dick Giraud.  “Git in mah belly!”) 

Cindy also recognized our Murder committee  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Postmaster: send address changes to: 

Board of Directors  

2007-2008 

President                          Mary Crumley 

President Elect                 John Ennis 

Vice President                  Pat Dillman 

Treasurer                         Mark McGowan  

Secretary                          Howard Julien 

Past President                  Greg Dale 

Int’1 Service                     Mary Kay Hartman 

Community Service         Steve  Hagenbaugh 

Vocational Service           Wendy David 

Club Service                    Keith Korbin 

Youth Service                  Roland Johnson 

Fund Raising                   Mary Lou Riley  

Director at Large            Nyle Henderson 

Sergeant at Arms            Dick Giraud 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prez Mary went to close the meeting, and discovered 
her horn was missing, perhaps run off for a ménage 
a trois with the Rotary bell and the MSG wheel … 
See you next week.  
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Thanks go to  Greg Stevens 
for this week’s bulletin and 
to Liz Ennis for the meeting 

photos.  

 

 

members…who combined imagination with dedication 
and perspiration:  Mary Lou Riley, Troy Vizenor, Roger 
Smith, Marie Liscom, Les Merrill, Nyle Henderson, 
Mary Crumley, Beth Giraud, Steve Brodhag, Kelly 
Hemmert and Liz Ennis.  Bravo!  Encore! 

Chuck Smith and Nyle Henderson presented “the 
hammy award,” an annual tradition I inferred, which this 
year resulted in a mini canned ham being awarded to 
Bonnie Neely, along with a t-shirt, popcorn and a DVD. 

Prez Mary was the $50 Paul Harris winner in the ticket 
drawing, and Eddie Morgan had the “lucky” ticket for 
the MSG.  He chose the “hard” Beatles question (since 
he said he would likely not know the answer to the easy 
one) which was:  On the Abbey Road album cover, 
which Beatle is walking first?  Ringo?  No.  It was John 
Lennon.  So the MSG pot increased to $40. 

Our speaker was Charlie Fielder, District 1 director for 
CalTrans with responsibility for Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Lake and Mendocino counties.  He talked about the 
importance of transportation/roads funding for our 
region, and even in the face of the budget deficit, special 
funding and cost reduction initiatives will assist in 
projects continuing to move forward, statewide – 
including key projects here, which he discussed in some 
detail:  The Eureka-Arcata corridor, Mad River 101 
bridge project, Richardson Grove widening, the Alton 
interchange, Confusion Hill and the Willits Bypass, 
which will be completed in 2013 (some groans from the 
group …!)  Quote from the presentation:  “We know 
how to do the emergency stuff – it’s the improvement 
projects that take years and years.” 

 


